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should be strong enough, and Eome foresaw war. But Eome
did not go at the matter on so broad and intelligent a scale,
and the-Gallic problem on the Po was difficult enough to
rivet attention to northern Italy. " The policy of the Ro-
mans was always more remarkable for tenacity, cunning and
consistency, than for grandeur of conception or power of
rapid organization," says Mommsen.

Hasdrubal, not deeming Carthage strong enough to precip-
itate a war with the great city, was fain to agree to the terms
so haughtily formulated.

Shortly after this treaty, in B. c. 221, Hasdrubal was as-
sassinated, and again the Iberians showed their confidence in
the Carthaginian policy, and in its leading family, by elect-
ing Hannibal, eldest son of Hamilcar Barca, then twenty-
eight years old, to the command in chief; and, despite the
vote of Hanno's party, the home government confirmed the
election.

The army still consisted of the same elements, namely,
Carthaginians, Liby-Phoenicians, Spaniards and Gauls, to-
gether with heavy and Numidian cavalry. But the army was
in every sense an army, reflecting its noble leaders in all its
characteristics. The power of Carthage had been transferred
from Its fleet to its land forces, and all there was of these
which had a marked value lay in Spain, and under the com-
mand of the Barcas.

Hannibal (" Favorite of Baal," the chief Phoenician deity)
was born B. C. 249. He had been a mere stripling when he
first accompanied his father to Spain in 236 B. c. He had
always shown clear-cut powers of intellect, and had received
the best of educations, under the careful scrutiny of Hamil-
car, who was equally fond of the lad and proud of his evi-
dent capacity. Hannibal and his brothers, Hasdrubal, Mago, of Carthage there make such a proceed-
